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2005 session
benefits district

A
Fourth-graders at Bartlett Elementary School in Goffstown
recently welcomed Senator Lou D’Allesandro, who visits each
elementary schools in his district every year. At this Oct. 25
stop, he talked with the students about the importance of
education and about how and why he became a senator.

Do you have a comment?
You may contact
Senator D’Allesandro:
Office:
Statehouse
Room 117
Concord, NH 03301
(603) 271-2600
Home:
332 St. James Avenue
Manchester, NH 03102-4950
(603) 669-3494
dalas@leg.state.nh.us
l.dallesandro@verizon.net
www.dallesandro.com
www.nhgov.
www.gencourt.state.nh.us/ie/

As I reflect during the holidays, I am
reminded of the notion that defines
gratitude as wanting what you have.
I am grateful for having a job that
I love. I am grateful for having your
faith that I am working hard for you,
which you expressed by sending me
back to Concord to serve a fourth
term as your senator.
I also am grateful that I helped
pass many laws during the 2005
session that benefit our district and all
our state, which include:
• A bipartisan coalition repealed SB
110, which dramatically
increased health insurance costs
for small businesses across the
state. The new law stabilizes health
insurance costs for small businesses
Continued on page 2

D’Allesandro accepts award
for work on behalf of adoptees

N

role in improving the lives of adoptees
New Hampshire Senator Lou
in New Hampshire.
D’Allesandro and Paul Schibbelhute
D’Allesandro introduced
of Nashua were recently honored by
legislation, SB
the Congressional
335, last year to
Coalition on
allow
adult
Adoption
Since the adoption
adoptees
to access
Institute’s (CCAI)
record law was passed,
their original birth
Angels in
more than 750
records. Since the
Adoption™
adoptees have asked to law took effect in
program for their
January, more
work on behalf of
see their birth records.
than 750 adoptees
adoptees.
have requested to
U.S. Senators
see their birth certificates.
Judd Gregg and John Sununu and
D’Allesandro and his wife,
Congressmen Charles Bass and Jeb
Continued on page 3
Bradley nominated the pair for their

NEBHE celebrates 50th anniversary

T

The New England Board of Higher
Education (NEBHE) recently
celebrated its 50th anniversary with
a conference that focused on
positioning New England in the
global creative economy.
The October event in Mystic,
Conn., brought together arts
educators, legislators, and
business and community leaders.
New Hampshire Sen. Lou
D’Allesandro was tapped last year
as chairman of the NEBHE.
For 50 years, the organization
has coordinated the resources of
the six New England states to
help increase access to higher
education, enhance the quality and
diversity of educational programs
and institutions and to promote
higher learning as an industry.
The organization includes all of
the region’s public higher education

author and historian and author of
several bestsellers.
Other speakers at the
conference included bestselling
author Daniel H. Pink and New
York Times columnist and
bestselling author David Brooks.
“NEBHE’s half century of
service has had a significant
impact on New England,”
D’Allesandro wrote in the fall
issue of the organization’s
publication “Connection.”
“States are working together;
lines of communication are
open; key issues in higher
education are being addressed;
Pulitzer Prize-winning author and
and the region, despite slow
historian David Halberstam, left,
population growth, is educating
with Lou and Pat D’Allesandro
a work force to thrive in the
anniversary dinner celebration, which global creative economy.” ✭
To learn more about NEBHE, visit
featured keynote speaker David
www.nebhe.org.
Halberstam, Pulitzer Prize-winning
institutions, which now number more
than 270.
D’Allesandro opened the

2005 session
Continued from page 1

Senator D’Allesandro, center,
recently presented citations to
Hubie McDonough, left, and
Bob Chabot in recognition of
naming the new Memorial
Athletic Field at Manchester
Memorial High School in their
honor. Both McDonough and
Chabot are former coaches at
the school.
2

and ends the ability of insurance companies to discriminate against
sick workers and small businesses located in certain areas.
• A new school-funding law virtually eliminates donor towns and
begins targeting aid. A tobacco tax hike fully funds the state’s
Education Trust Fund for the first time and will be future revenue.
• We passed a bill that allowed the city of Manchester to swap higher
debt for lower debt, which saved taxpayers $13 million.
• A new law allows Manchester to regulate noise.
• Manchester will now get up to 10 percent more state funding for
school construction projects. It had been getting a maximum of 40
percent of building costs; it will now get up to 50 percent.
• The Healthy Kids Children’s Health Insurance Program enrolled
another 1,400 children.
• Health care providers who care for our seniors and people with
disabilities received their first rate increase since 1999.
Our work is not complete, and we have many challenges for the
upcoming session including:
• Providing access to affordable health care and covering every child
• Providing a fair and balanced budget that meets the needs of our
state’s residents
• Ending the statewide property tax and stabilizing education funding
• Instituting tough ethics laws for our state government
• Protecting our clean air, water and quality of life. ✭

New Hampshire got flood relief done the right way

A

available resources to the flooded region,
At a time when it is very easy to criticize
including activation of National Guard
government with regard to emergency
ANOTHER VIEW
units. Communication has been a key
preparedness, New Hampshire has once
component to the success of the relief
again shown itself to be a model for doing
Sen. Lou D’Allesandro
efforts, which is why the
things right. Hurricane Katrina
governor worked to establish
revealed a massive failure by
cellular telephone reception in
the federal government that
the affected area as well as
yielded catastrophic results.
Right, workers
reliable radio contact for
Why did it take the wealthiest
evaluate the
emergency workers.
nation in the world several days
damage in
The road crews from the
to get the most basic of
downtown
Department
of Transportation
supplies to a devastated New
Hinsdale.
have worked around the clock to
Orleans? There are many
Photo by Gary Savory
repair bridges and roads that
questions that remain
were washed away by the flood
unanswered.
waters. Most notably, a
Left, a police
New Hampshire citizens
officer helps divert destroyed bridge in Hinsdale
can be truly proud of the way
that cut off some residents from
traffic from a
our state handled our own
flooded section of the rest of the town is now
crisis from the [October]
passable for emergency vehicles
Beard Road in
floods. Our state government
thanks to the hard work and
Hillsboro.
had placed careful thought and
dedication of the DOT workers.
considerable time into
Photo by Doug Lischke
Through a cooperative
developing emergency plans to
effort, we saw power restored as
have in place in the event of a
quickly as possible to homes
disaster such as the flooding that occurred in the western
capable of having it. The Red Cross did a tremendous job
part of the state. At about 4 a.m. on Sunday, October 9,
the necessary state agencies and personnel organized at our of assisting those whose homes were lost completely or
damaged too severely to return.
Office of Emergency Management and they began to
Where the federal government failed in New Orleans,
execute the plan. Over the next several hours and days, we
New
Hampshire has succeeded at every level. The
witnessed the success of that execution.
cooperation we’ve seen in response to the flooding truly
From the first responders to the National Guard to the
embodies the New Hampshire spirit. The successful
utility companies to the road crews, we saw organization,
coordination of state agencies and the execution of an
coordination and cooperation. We saw the good spirit of
the New Hampshire people with neighbors reaching out to emergency response plan has proven that our state is ready
to handle disaster situations. Perhaps the federal
help other neighbors. There was a genuine sense of
government could learn a thing or two from New
collaboration — we were in it together — as a state.
Gov. John Lynch was right on top of the situation from Hampshire. ✭
the start when he immediately returned to the state just
Op-ed column published in the New Hampshire Union Leader
after landing in Germany. He did not hesitate to release all on October 18, 2005

Adoption award
Continued from page 1
Patricia, have three children, two of whom they adopted.
D’Allesandro introduced SB 335 after one adopted
daughter’s difficulties trying to obtain her birth records to
find out more about her birth family’s history of cancer.
But D’Allesandro’s work has not ended with the passage of
the New Hampshire law. He is now helping adoptees in
Rhode Island, Massachusetts, Maine and Colorado.
”It is a very special honor for me, an adoptive father, to
be nominated for this award,” D’Allesandro said. “This is

one of the most important pieces of legislation I have ever
sponsored.”
Schibbelhute is a father who located his birth son in
1998 and was reunited with him in 1999. He now serves as
president of the American Adoption Congress. In 2000, he
began working with D’Allesandro on his legislation.
CCAI is a nonpartisan, nonprofit organization
dedicated to raising Congressional and public awareness
about adoption. ✭
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Below, some of the
300 guests who
attended. Bottom,
news crews mingle
capturing the evening.

M

More than 300
cheering
supporters and
family joined
John Edwards,
former U.S.
senator from
North Carolina
and 2004 vice
presidential
nominee, to
celebrate N.H.
Sen. Lou
D’Allesandro’s
67th birthday on
July 29. Crews
from WMUR-TV,
CNN and C-Span
covered the
festivities.

Top, Pat and Lou D’Allesandro amid guests.
Above, former U.S. Sen. John Edwards shares
the stage with the senator and his
granddaughter Olivia D’Allesandro.

